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FOUNOAlldNS ANP THE SCHOOLS ...
, : -• .. • BY CAMILLE WAGNER ; :

'the writer is president of Parents and tucky agencies has accepted —appar- Sandy Barbour, School Health Coor-
.Professionais Involved in Education. . entlywith little pr no le^slative over- ,y dinator for the. Green River District
'and lives in Louisville. si^t In addition, we'must put outmil- " Health" Dept., which admiiiisters

. AXTvrsc TTc -lions of dollars to pay for what the these examinations, recently said in
^ ^^.foundations do not—particularfy after •the Owehsboro Me^nger-Inquirerto David tiawpe. tor nii . money ends. I wonder ifanyone that a visual examination of thegeni-

government taows,about all .tais ispart ofthe physical exam. She
^ ^unday^vDea.^4) ilugh-^gr^ts we are curontfy r^iy^g - .-^ds ttiat this examination > not

,;jtation ^ppor^gMiiofdnnktion
^eh^ That he iappairently want^ orfy ^WtidEIn^/'You will notice thaf Mch 1^-.^ -•
^an opportunity towrite a derisive dia- . specifies ihatthegenitalia dreapart of
tribe is illustrated by the fact that he r««i. a—
called neither the au&or qf the_arti
cle nor myself td^k for documenta
tion. He did call the superintendent
of Owensboro sdiools, though the

" <^ld in qu^tion might have attended
^Daviess County""-*""-'

i _lJnfoi^nately,^i
_ ^ ^efeiedtopMS :Earfy"^Penodic^^SCTe€mhg, Diagnosis tamany schoolhave tiiesensir

I oi^a riiite'ahered version,_::l:; ; );tivity tq_omit the .genital'
ofa few points from thearti- " "lexams. Todo mass genital

• exams ris.i tnily • abusinjg '
,:themall.tp.find„out if^y-.
T^ne 'fe abusing anjf" of
.^them^The .Forb^ article .
vmeiitipn^ the lawuit in
jPenn^^vania over ^s veiy
-thing —59 little girls were ;^

;;^iin^ .up and.^en .ni^s
; gienitd «ams. Their par- . •

ents were hot there and iibt
•-aw^Cpf-^e g^ •
•-^^Ae hot' even aware.'of ^
^.thev^amination tt some
;:having already taken their

.•. daughters to •their . own'
doctors. Many of tiie guis were trau
matized, sobbing, asking to please
not have the genital exam,whilethey
were told they- had to have it.

•The culprit in Kentucky is the Ken
tucky Department of Education,

{cle.Just for the irecordr the, ;.
«followiiig .words and^'I
{phr^es md iidt fmpear^fe"^^^^

. tireForb^ article: ''conspir-'.j-
,'*-iCa s^ar 'humanist X;
version"of parental- re-T'

" "Trilatieral

(

II

I (^mmissibhV* ^Bilder-.
. i Kfeygers," -.imd A'Elders'bf ?

j Zion. (who .are th^?)." .
j Thjsse are.^lr.'Hawpe's owii •
}(^nttbutfohs ~ perhaps .
rlmtiws something we dotf^^
i if^wever, in viewof his mis-
:}Representation ofthe Forbes' .

• ; «ticie, r surest that ITie ' • . ..
i CdUrier-Joumal.publish it and.let its
I readers decide forfeemselves.

' I No one has denied feat the Casey
! Foundation funds some very worth-
i while programs. It does not necessar-
j'ily follow, however, that ,all of the
I projects it funds are benign. Nor does
i the fact that UPS's Oz Nelson is one

. I of the chief promoters of KERA.
i and chairinan.Of the Casey Founda-

tion board —prove that all of Casey's

"and Treatment. (^SDT>. provider
may perform and sign for the exam.
(The periodic EPSDT examinations
require an "miclothed physical ex
amination". [907KAR 1.034,Section 3
(l)(b)l for Medicaid-eligible children
under age 21 [Section 1 (5)]).. : r Which should withdraw the requfre-

Interestihgly, each dernentaiy Md ment of the offending exam.-The
second^ school shall initiate and should stop-its efforts to man-
maintain tlu'oughout the pupil's at- age children's he^th care and con-
tendance a cumulative he^th record centrate on education instead,

i grants are beyond reproach. . for each pupil. ;. "A follow-up by AU of tWs was also gomg on dur-
i Here is the main point I wish to the proper health pr sclwol authon- . jng Mr. Hawpe's watch atThe Couri-
' make: Kentucky has pursu^ and^c-.^tiesshaU bemade^on ea(a.def^nOtv^g;.joiir„Ql^ Are investigative report-
I cepted many, mar^ gi^^' from nil- Pedand the'resiilt shall be recoroed.' i; 'gjs eJctin^ now? It^s not too late for a
i merous sources.-7-. including the Car-. .(704 KAR 4:020, Section 3 (1) Com- reporter to do'sdme research on (1)
I negie Foundation, which broiight iis prehensive School Health]. There is, what is happening in comprehensive
I KERA- Surely no one is naive enough , m'fact, a surprismg prepcwpation . school healthprograms, and C) Ken-
i to think that there are no strmgs.at-,.F-^th the childrens/!aefects.* - ; - -1—•- x.__

I mention^ ...
; Gov. Brereton Jon^ signed, which ex^ are ^ven by n^e.s^l^ead of

j Johnson Foundation to use fofits own -^ways spoken of tomg » evmust we oav out in order to re-
I purposes or to sell Aside from tiie nurse, fiowever feat is not the pomt. ^urt we^y out morterjo re
}completedisregardtiiisshowsforKen- vThe pomt is, whetiier performe<fby a , ceive eagj^,

tuddans, is iteven legal? :rv-^;r;H41^nwse or..a d^or,, do these mv^ive ••gffiLfSS ^
Kentuckyappearstometobeakebt'.r piroceduresbeto^^

state. We are Stiedup inthe^strings ^i-system? ^
• that we have surely fost mudi of our 4-- In Mr, •HawpeV -^cle,Supt. ^d ex^y -what^stnngs are at-
I autonomy. Itappears that certain legis- ' Chandler says, '"There,has never to tached. That would beanappropn^e
' lation and/or regulations must be my knowledge bwn;anything that . response to an exceUent Forbes aro-
I passed in response to cerf^ grants vhas been inappropriate, or anyone cle. • .: :-
I which thebureaucracy ofvariousKen- 'raising such an issue." However, specioi to The courfer-Journoi

'"the 'exair^. whjehV listing the. other -
the pfwsicaLexcim. Each is from the • -j '1 ..
Kenhcky Department of.Education, s. :In the '93 Owe^boro madent, the
kde/niic approved 1671-410, and dated iparent was" not allowed m the room
JahudTy l§93. =; "̂ :with herdaughter and was told that -
r Please note that "All local boards ' the.genital examination w^ neces-

of education shall r^tiire" the medi-' saiy. When the mother refused, the



Recently Idevoted acol
umn to an unfortunate
Forbes magazine article
about Kentucky. In the

spaceabove today, wearepublishing a
responsefromCamiile Warner, ofPar
ents and Professionals mvolved in
Education, who says I didn't seriously
consider the main thrust of that Forbes
piece. . '' -

. -• Odd. I thoughta' that's exactly
Charles D. Jacob

HAum - School.
HAWPE Although I' jT- ^ ; have, - clearer

; memories of the

real power is exercised covertly, by
foundations that give money to the
state for public programs.
- And Ms. Wa^er argues that "no
one is naive enough to think that
there are no strings attached", to the
private foundation grants that &e
state has pursued and accepted, "in-

procedures."
The form for the physicals that

kids take "has been in effect for
many years." - .
, No foundation with suspect values

dreamed up this form, or imposed it
on Kentucky kids.

After I sent it to him, Jim Parks

at education, in Kentucky, nurtured by
i f at Maltha Layne Collins, endorsed byCharles D. Jacob Wallace wB^on, and protected

Elementary Brereton Jones and Paul Pat--

[DAVID ' School. ton. The Gener^ Asembly created and
(hawpp .Although I f^d^ the program, in an open and in-t;;have.. clearer s-dusiveprocess. The debate over imple-

memories of the •• menting andimproving it cbntihues.iiii
f schoolyard soft- more orless responsible way.
I - - ball field than I . Occasionally something like the
Po.of the precise journalism instruc- _ Forbes article crops up, but not often,
tionr gotbackthen,! doremember be- in her letter today, Camiile Wag
ingtold that theheadline describes the" ner describes Kentucky as "a kept

aiavc Jicio ••• - ----- ' —

eluding the" Carnegie Foundation showed the form to several top policy
which brou^t us KERA.".r->' makers in the department, all of whom

That's just a monumental misread- i-'have long experience inschool adminis-
ing of history. Orworse. - - • tration, some ofwhom are parents of
• Foundation grants are minuscule," chUdren who have had one of ±e re-
contrasted against state outlays. Be- ' quired exams in r^nt years. Jun re
sides, the Carnegie Foundation did not ported that, while the option ofa visual
"bring us KERA." Rather; KERA grew genital exam apparently has b^n m-
out ofa long, arduous grass^ts effort . eluded for many years, probably dec-
to improve elementary and secondary ades, "no one is aware of ^y com-
education .in Kentucity. nurtured by •plaints orcontroverei^ about this bemg•plaints orcontroversies about this being

mduded as part of the examination or
any questions being raised about the
way medical professionals conduct the
exam." . •

The department, showing more
'.equanimity than I would have, is re-.
^amining the issue' in the backwash
of the inflammatory Forbes piece/but
as Mr. Parks said, "Apparently this is
•another case of a long-standing prac
tice Aat has been performed respoii-",

•sibly by school and medical profes-l
sionals and understood and ac
ceptedbyparents~ beingcalledmto
question by ideologues suffering
frotn Big Brother par^oia."- ir "

TerrvVance, the deoart-

^ory. • • , ' L.,."' state." She'argues, "We are so tied
« În Forhes the overline said, '.'Big up in these strings that we have sure-
^oundationis are imposing their pri- ly lost much of our autonomy."
vate agendas on'state governments. 71'What strings?,
IHow? By thinly disguised "
bribery." Below that the ^
headline read: "Trojan
horse money." : :^contr^sted agamst^at^
; Now here's what I said: Besides,- the Carnegie FouiidatiG^

• tnot;!briBg us
^e taking over —"that grew put of a loDg, arduOllS gTSSS
they're overrun by social I: effoit to improve elementary

toSrofS^ubiic^oiicy^" Secondary education in Kentucky.
' You decide whether I ' ^
Iwas fair.
? Meanwhile, since Ms. Wagner She offers a copy of the medical
'didn't think I was clear enough the examination form that was nien-'
first time, let me add this: tioned at the,beginning of the infa-
i That •, Forbes •article's thesis is mous Forbes piece. She repeats the
jjunk. V • -f. - j ; > . story of a , state-r^uired student
• The writer, I believe, is reflecting medical exain that allegedly was mis-
'the concerns of a small minority of - handled three years ago in Owens-
•conservative parents who fear that boro. The child's mother (unnamed)
Jsodety is imposing repugnant values is said to have beeii shocked because

^n innocent children ..and that, ' the doctor inbnded to include a geni-
KERA is one example.' ' . tal examination that is "required by

•"Kun&ation'grants! ^;:mifrii&c
•c6n^sted.;agaiiistSat6
Besides,:the Carnegie^FoiiiidatioB did^
not 'bring us KERA.' Rather, KERA
grew-put of a long, arduous grassroots
effort to improve elementary and ;,
secondary education in Kentucky!.: -

Terry Vance, the depart-;
-j menfs school health"con-'

; V:v - . sultant, explained in a
post-Forbes memo that the

>Academy of Pediatri<:s in
. . Kentucl^ .supports this

A school physical exam form,
lOtS '. j which is "consistent with

'every physical examination
form, regardless of where

• * • the form originates."
Ms. Wagner says she

' hopes "many ,school dis
tricts have the sensitivity to omit
genital exams." She believes that do-

orvi/\t4nfc?

She offers a copy of the medical
examination form that was men-
tioned at the beginning of the infa- . mg"mass genital exams" amounts to
mous Forbes piece. She "repeats the I'truly abusing" allchildren, in order
story of a state-r^uired student to find out whether '̂ 'anyone else is
medical exain that allegedly was mis- abusing any of them."
handled three years ago in Owens- Well of course there are no "massJVU-kJ . .1 V I

boro. The child's mother (unnamed) "gemtal" exams. ' KentucW school
is said to have beeii shocked because .; physicals are done individually, and
the doctor intend^ to include a geni- ' are subject to parental control, ^y
tal examination that is "required by. vnot done thatwaywould fall outside
the Department of Education as part -the rules. ^
of an "intrusive program" that was And some conservative Ctas-
"bankrolled bya private foundation." • tian pediatrician please call Ms. Wag-

I asked Jim Parks at the Depart-' ner to explain that there are sound
ment of Education about the medical ' reasons for medi(^ professionals to
exams that are required for children -look atall parte of the body durmg a

Sure, public education does in
volve a transfer of values. But the iro
ny is that KERA empowers parents to
partidpate fully in that exchange, in
a more meningful way than ever be
fore. Each individual school is made
accountable. Each is operated by a I'in Kentucky's public schools.
council with elected p'arent members. - ' Hepoints out that the document in
And social" services are delivered question "is the form distributed by
through a family resource center, lo- •the department to schools and the
cated right there in each school. ' .".medical cominuriity as a ^de to the
^ The whole point is to promote as . examis." Notice the word guide. ,,,
much parent awareness and parent • And, "The Ken^cky Administra-
participation as possible, and to ar
rangeforparents todomorethan bake
coowes and chaperone field trips.

The Forbes piece suggested that

examis." Notice the word guide. ,
And, "The Kentucky Administra

tive Regulation which sets forth pro
cedures for the required physicals
references the form by name, but
does not require any sp'.'ci/ic medical

-•physical exam? And that the line on
' the state form doesn't mean' nurses

or doctors are going to give sixth
grade girls a pelvic"exam?

Meanwhile, I suggest the state ap
ply for a foundation grant to study

' the impact of rumorand innuendo "on
public policy. " .

Mr. Howpe's column appears Sun
days and Wednesdays in T^e Forum.


