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ATIGNS ANI THE SGHOQLS .

. BY CAMILLE WAGNER

“The writer Is president of Pal'ents and

.Professionals Involved in Educatlon

"and lives in Louisville. " :

ANY OF s are mdebted
to David Hawpe: for’ lns
Courier-Journal
(Sunday, sDec. 4) thi
r,hghtm the Dec. 16 Forbes mi

"~ .article, “Tro‘;an “hors

oriey. " How,

" jever,- he might ‘ha nt a little "-of the “School Medical Examiniation .
xaore timie  actually seeking doculmén: *Form = Sixth Grade Form,” and the - tion? .If so,ﬁhow andl when?, The'
fation Sup gortmg the information giv- S “Schaol Medical Examination Form ___-____glOwensboro essengeg;tn&uwer arti- .
en, ’I'hat e ‘apparently wanted only ZInitial Entry." You will notice that each _.cle strangely fails to at part of |
7an opportunity to write a derisive dia- - ggeciﬁes that the gemtalza are a part of .,the ;exam when lishng ‘the. other,,

tribe is illustrated by the fact that he - hysical exam. Each is from the ..P . N

" called neither the author of the arti: Kentucky Department .of. Education, " .. In the 93 Owensboro mcxdent the

cle nor myself to ask for documenta: .kde/mzc ag roved 1671o4 0 and dated parent was nof allowed in the room |
-tion. He did call the superintendent January x wnth her daughter- ‘and was' told that - |.
of Owensboro ‘schools, though the . 'Please’ ‘note 'that “All local boards “the. genital examination was neces-

“ child in quéstion might have attended
. a Daviess County”school.
" Unfortunately, instead ot senously

A ‘consnden“ng thie¥maiirthiriis Zof the titioner, a physician’y assistant oran o

" Early” Per creening . Diagnosis juman ‘§chool districts have the’ sensi- |t |-
‘ - =tivity - to omit “the genital'_._ _
exams 'I‘o do mass emtal 3

"} Fotbes drticle Mr "Hawpe tried to pass
| on+a rather’ alteced version ... ..
1 'of a few points from the arti- -
" 1 cle. Just for the record, the..
: . following ".words - and
-1:phrases - did ot a‘?
..l the Forbes article: conspu'—
-+ 'y-acy,"="'a “Secular "humanist
i sy version of parental re-
-} shonsibility,” *Trilatéral -
B -* .Gommission,” **!Bilder-
.1 tergers,” . a.nd “ElderS’ of
: : Zion '‘(who are ' they?).”
i These are Mr.  Hawpe's own
js ntnbu_t;ons .. perhaps | he
jbws’ somethmg we don’t
‘ Al #However, in view of his mis-
1 Jepresentatiori of the Forbes';
- 1atticle, -1 suggest that The ": -

¢ Courier-Journal publish it and .let its

_t-readers decide for themselves. ~
1 No one has denied that the Casey
! Foundation funds some very worth-
¢ while programs. It does not necessar-
iily follow, however, that all of the
f projects it funds are benign. Nor does
: the fact that UPS’s Oz Nelson is one

tion board — prove that all of Casey’s
grants are beyond reproach. -
Here is the main point I wish to
make: Kentucky has pursued and ac-
cepted -many, many grants from- nu-
‘merous sources — including the Car-
-negie Foundatxon, ‘which brought u$

. . .
e - eniem m wa tm emtm be e 04 08 O

“to think that there are no strin
tached to these ¢ ts “One’of
-mentioned in Forbes, is the'a
Gov. Brereton Jones signi

at-
ese,

“which

-Johnson Foundation to use for its own
purposes or to sell. Aside from the’
complete disregard this shows for Ken-
tuck:ans, is it even legal? -

state. We are so tied up in these stnngs
that we have surely lost much of our
autonomy. It appears that certain le

lation and/or “regulations -must - be
passed in response to cerfain grants :

o-—.-u-—.—‘v-—-—-”-»-—“-u—.—‘n

o e e ]

Lk "j;’..‘_ - il

'mm_&hm state government knows.about
1€ " :and what strin

of the chief promoters of KERA —.
and chairian of the Casey Founda- .

.+, for each pupil. “.:

Surely no one is naive enough .

ement

promised to give private medical data i
on Kentuckians'to the Robert Wood,

‘Kénhicky appears tome 'to be a kept : P.

which the bureaucracy of vanous Ken-

tucky agencies has accepted — appar-  Sandy Barbour, School Health Coor-
ently with little or no legislative over- .- dinator for the. Green River District
~_sight. In addition, we must put out mil- *~ Health " Dept., “which ‘administers
“lions of dollars to pay for what the “these examinations, recently said in
 foundations do not — particularly after -

 grant money ends. I wonder if anyone  that a visual examination of the geni-

tals is part of the physical exam. She

“grants we are curréntly recewmg”—_._» adds that this examination is not

aré attached. =,

*With this' le enI‘amfaxmgco ies -

‘of education shall require” the medi-"

reduced this child to tears.

~cian, advanced registered rurse prac- i)
,a;n!lt( fs::my’ “hopéithat- personné

odxc Scree

ia over this very

the. examination — some
'.:havmg already taken their

doctors Many of the | were trau-
‘matized, sobbing, asking to please
not have the genital exam, while they
were told they had to have it. .
- The culprit in Kentucky is the Ken-
tuc

and Treatment (EPSDT)-.:prowder
. may perform and sign for the ‘exam.
“(The periodic EPSDT . examinations
require an “unclothed physical ex- .
amination”. [907 KAR 1.034, Section3 -
(1) ()] for Medicaid-eli ible children :
-under age 21 [Section 1 (5)]). .~ .-
mteresungly, each elementary and ‘ment of the offendin,
‘maintain” throughout the pupil’s at-"
- tendance a cumulative health record

centrate on education instead. -
."A follow-up by .

All of this was also going on dur-

- the proper health or school authori-- A
»ties shall be made on each defect not- -z, },‘:ﬁg‘fmff‘?;sgvag{,‘gme,? 3‘{.{_
= ed and the‘result shall be recorded.”: ers éxtinict now? It's not too late for a -

{704 KAR 4:020, Section 3 (1) Com- :
‘.prehensxve School _Health]. There is, '
~mn-fact, a surpns g preoccupahon
“with the children’s * defects.” .." ¢
~Owensboro . Supt. “Bill Chandler
“Istates in Mr. Hawpe s article that the "
“'exams are given by nurses instead of '
doctors. The Forbes article did refer to :

a “doctor,” though the parent has al-*
%iways spoken ‘of having dealt with a

:nurse. However, that is not the point.

. The point is, whether performed by a -
shurse or a doctor, do these mvaswe
1i school =

what is happening in comprehensive
'school health programs, and (2) Ken-

- cies and other state bodies can seek
or accept grants, does the grant pr&
i cess include any meaningful legis

ey must we pay out in-order to re-

Supt

Chandler says. “.There has never to
--my-knowledge been -anything that .
~has been- mappropnate, or_anyone.
‘raising such issue.” However,

cle - ':-
Specml (-] The Ccurler Journat

(e o

‘the Owensboro ‘Messenger-Inquirer .

“done if the child or parent objects. Is ™
* the parent even informed of this op-

sary. When the miother’ refused, the -
.cal_examination, and that a physi- ~ attitude and demeanor of the [urse .

. *.Q.. . ,.p

‘ menhoned the lawsuxt i

tlnng 59 little girls were .
Soxs! - lined .up and given .masS -
" genital exams. Their par- .
ents were not there and not *
ax;e of the gemtal €xam
“some not even aware of *

daughters to . their ‘own "

ky Department of Education,
““whxch should withdraw the require- -
exam. .The " |

- secondary school shall initiate and .. KDE should stop-its efforts to man: 1.
.age children’s health care and con-

- reporter to ‘do"some ‘research on ()

i~tucky’s -ties ..to foundations;.-how ..
-many and which of our state agen- -.

la- .
irtive oversxght ‘what amount of mon-_ .

. ceive each grant; what is the amount. .
*.of each grant; is it for something we ..
- had intended to do or is it for some-
. thing” into which we were enticed;
‘and exactly - what “strings” are at-
tached. That would be an appropriate -
response to an excellent Forbes aru
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i piece.

i was fair.
.+ Meanwhile,

_+ The writer, Ibeheve, is'reﬂécﬁhg

umn to an unfortunate
Forbes magazine article

. about Kentucky. In the .
space above today, we are publishinga .’

¢ response from Camille Wa

: ents and Professionals

er, of Par-

Education, who says I didn’t seriously
consider the main thrust of that Forbes

that's exactly
what I did.

journalism since
" the sixth grade,
whenn I became
_editor of The
Scout News at
Charles D. Jacob

o ) Elementary

b b School.
y\DAVID .~ .|.°

, 4 - . Although - I
:HAWPE .22 have .o clearer

: | Schoolyard soft-
= —. .ball field than I
Ho .of the precise journalism instruc-
tion I got back then, I do remember be-

Ftory. 5 _‘ s B B TG
¢ ‘In Forbes the overline said, “Big
foundations are imposing their pri-

- How? By thinly disguised -

volved in -

- 0dd. I thought

“I've been in~

3 _ “+ | memories of the -

- {ng told that the headline deseribes the .

vate agendas on state governments.

ECENTLY I devoted a col-

foundations that give money to the
state for public programs.

- And Ms. Wagner argues that “no
one is naive enough to think that
.- there are no strings attached” to the
“private foundation - grants that the
. state has pursued and accepted, “in-
'cludingb the ™ Carnegie Foundatio
which brought us KERA.”; 75 5%
- ‘That's just a monumental misread-
ing of history. Or worse. " -

- Foundation grants are minuscule,
state outlays. Be- -

- contrasted against :
sides, the Carnegie Foundation did not
g ‘—'brin% us KERA.” Rather, KERA grew
out of a long, arduous grassroots effort
to improve elementary and secondary
education in Kentuaéﬁy. nurtured by
Gov. Martha Layne Collins, endorsed by
Gov. Wallace Wilkinson, and protected
- by Govs. Brereton Jones and Paul Pat-.
ton. The General Asembly created and
~ funded the program, in an open and in-
- clusive process. The debate over imple-
menting and improvin%
more or less responsible way. :
- Qccasionally something like th
Forbes article crops up, but not often.
In her letter today, Camille Wag-
"ner describes Kentucky as “a kept
state.” She argues, “We are so tied
‘up in these strings that we have sure-
" "What strings? .0

real power is ‘exercised covertly, by

it continues, ina

lost much of our autonomy.”

procedures.” :
The form for the physicals that

kids take ‘“has been in effect for

.many years."” . :

- ‘No foundation with sﬁs.péét‘va-lﬁé's
~dreamed up this form, or imposed it .

" on Kentucky kids. -
- After I sent it to
showed the form to several top policy

- tration, some of whom are parents of
& exams in recent years. Jim re-
- ported that, while the option of a visual

genital exam apparen

ades, "‘no one is aware of any com-
- plaints or controversies about this being

included as part of the examination or . [ bt

any questions being raised about the
way medical professionals conduct the
- exam'"

The department, ého»ﬁng more

“equanimity than I would have, is re- .

“ éxamining the issue in the backwash
of the inflammatory Forbes piece, but
as Mr. Parks said, “Apparently this is

another case of a long-standing prac- '-_

" tice that has been performed respon-

-sibly by school and medical profes- .. | : -
sionals’ — and understood and ac- |

cepted by parents — being called into
question by ideologues suffering

- from Big Brother paranoia.”- -~
: 3 Terry Vance,

pribery.” Below that the
headline read: -“Trojan
horse money.” - -

! Now here's what I said: .
+ “The article’s thesis is
.that” private foundations
are taking over — that
they’'re overrun by social
engineers who want to buy
icontrol of public policy.”

_sultant, explained ‘in a

-which is “consistent with
‘every physical examination

the form originates."”

You decide whgther_ I

first time, let me add this: -, - .
i" That -Forbes -article’s  thesis is
bunk. ... B

the concerns of a small minority of
conservative parents who fear that

! society is imposing repugnant values

'on innocent children ;—, and that
._ KERA is one example.

Sure, public education does in-
volve a transfer of values. But the iro-

ny is that KERA empowers parents to

participate fully in that exchange, in

a more meningful way than ever be-’
fore. Each individual school is made

accountable.. Each is operated by a

council with elected parent members. -

And social ' services are delivered
through a family resource center, lo-
cated right there in each school.

The whole point is to promote as

much parent awareness and parent -

participation as possible, and to ar-
range for parents to do more than bake
cookies and chaperone field trips.

The Forbes piece tuggested that

i 'since- Ms. Wagner
i didn’t think I was clear enough the

" She offers a 60py of the medical
“examination form that -was men-
- tioned at the beginning-of the infa-

~mous Forbes piece. She repeats the

- _story of a state-required -student
‘medical exam that allegedly was mis-
- handled three years ago in Owens- -

boro. The child’s mother (unnamed)
 is said to have been shocked because

the doctor intended to include a geni-
"~ tal examination that is “required by
the Department of Education as part
of an “intrusive program” that was
“bankrolled by a private foundation.”
"1 asked Jim Parks at the Depart-

ment of Education about the medical
“exams that are required for children
“#+in Kentucky’s public schools.: & ==+

“He points out that the document in
question “is the foerm distributed by
~-the department to schools and the

* . medical community as a guide to the

-exams.” Notice the word guide. =
~.And, “The Kentucky Administra-
- five Regulation which sets forth pro-

cedures for the required physicals
- references the form by name, but

does not require any sp. cific medical

Ms. Wagner says she
.. ' hopes ‘“many .school dis-

. -tricts have the sensitivity to omit
" “.genital exams.” She believes that do-
.Ing “‘mass genital exams” amounts to
- “truly abusing” all children, in order
to find out whether “anyone else is

abusing any of them.” :

- Well of course there are no “mass
“'genital” exams. ‘- Kentucky school
““physicals are done individually, and
“ are subject to parental control. Any

_“ not done that way would fall outside

‘the rules.
" And will some conservative Chris-
+ tian pediatrician please call Ms. Wag-
- mer to explain that there are sound
“reasons for medical ‘professionals to
- -look at all parts of the body during a

or doctors are going to give sixth
_ grade girls a pelvic exam? .

~ Meanwhile, I suggest the state'ap-
“ply for a foundation grant to study

him, Jim Parks

DICAL TESTS

children who havé had one of the re- - :

“has been in-" | 4.
. cluded for many years, probably dec- ~

: the d'epar.t;
. ment’s school health con- -

“form, regardless of where

- ~’physical exam? And that the line on -
" the state form doesn’t mean nurses

~ the impact of rumor and innuendo on

public policy.

Mr. Hawpe's column appears Sun-
days and Wednesdays in The Forum.

post-Forbes memo that the |:
Academy of Pediatrics in -
Kentucky .supports this
_school physical exam form, -
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‘makers in the department; all of whom - F LY
:=have long experience in school adminis- *.:| 3
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